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Name: ____________________________

Date: ___________________

Rodgers was opening his locker when Principal Mellon 
appeered behind him. 

“Mr. Rodgers, my boy,” Principal Mellon began. “If my memory 
serves me correctly, your family comes from Iceland. And you 
speak Icelandic at home. Am I right?” 

“Um, yes. That’s right,” Rodgers replied. Rodgers noticed an 
undersized boy with combed hair and a crisply-ironed shirt 
standing behind the principal. “Whose that?” Rodgers asked. 

“This,” said Mellon, putting his hand on the boy’s shoulder, “is 
Orn. Orn and his family just moved here from Iceland. I am 
hoping you, Mr. Rodgers, can show him around.” 

Rodgers looked at the small boy. From the look on his 
Orn’s face, you’d think he was changing a dirty diaper. 

“On Friday,” Mellon said, “Orn is going to give a speech to our 
entire school. He’ll say what he thinks of Fairview Middle and 
how it compares to his old school back in Iceland. I hope he 
says nice things. You see, Superintendent Chase visited our 
school a few weeks ago and, well, it did not go well. I hope 
Orn’s speech can show Superintendent Chase how 
wounderful Fairview Middle can be.” 

With that, Mellon left and Rodgers stood with orn in the 
hall. Orn still looked disgusted. 

“The Speech”
Part 1 of 5: Orn In The USA 

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the 5 errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Story: 3 Part: 1 of 5

Checklist

Questions

Is Orn going to like 
Fairview Middle School?

 Why do you say so?
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After school, Rodgers and Orn walked home together 
Rodgers usually only spoke Icelandic when his grandparents 
were around. Still, he understood Orn easily. 

“So, what did you think of Principal Mellon?” Rodgers asked in 
Icelandic. “He’s a little weird but I think he means well.” 

“Hálfviti!” Orn exclaimed. Idiot! 

“What about your classes? How do you like your teacher’s and 
everything so far?” 

“Hrædilegt!” Orn spat. Awful! 

Orn went out of his way too crunch newly-fallen leaves 
as he walked. It was November now and the boys felt the air’s 
refreshing chill. Rodgers searched his brain for something Orn 
might like about Fairview Middle. 

“The cafeteria pizza isn’t so bad…” he offered. 

“Ógedslegt!” Orn interrupted. Disgusting! 

“There must be something you like about school,” said 
Rodgers, crunching his own leaf. 

Suddenly, Orn walking stopped and turned toward 
Rodgers. The corners of Orn’s mouth slid up his face to form a 
sneaky smile. He look like The Grinch. 

“Megan,” Orn said slowly, staring into the clouds behind 
Rodgers’s head. Rodgers didn’t need to translate. He knew 
the only thing Orn liked about Fairview Middle was Megan 
Zimmerman, the most popular girl in the seventh grade. 

“The Speech”
Part 2 of 5: The Walk Home 

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the 5 errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Story: 3 Part: 2 of 5

Checklist

Questions

What are three things 
Orn already hates about 

Fairview Middle?

What (or who) does he 
seem to like?
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