
Name: ____________________________

Date: ___________________

Cooper, Rodgers, and Malina watched Ms. Trotter, the 
cafeteria manager, carry a bale of hay past their lunch table. It 
was the first Friday of November and Ms. Trotter was setting up 
for that night’s Harvest Dance, a yearly tradition for Fairview 
Middle School’s eighth graders. By nightfall, the cafeteria would 
be transformed into a barn, complete with a dance floor made of 
hey and live ponies to eat it. The trio was eating lunch when, out 
of nowhere, Megan Zimmerman appeared. 

“Rodgers,” she said. “I need your help.” 

Rodgers nearly choked on the his pizza. He had gotten to 
know Megan a little bit at the end of seventh grade, but he was 
still shocked to see the popularest girl in school at his lunch table 
asking for his help.

“Do you remember Orn?” Megan asked.

“The Orn from Iceland who got kicked out of school last 
year for trying to start a rebellion during a standardized test?” 
Rodgers replied. 

“That’s him,” Megan, a hint of pride in her voice said. “He’s 
my boyfriend and I want to sneak him into the Harvest Dance 
tonight. Since you were his translator last year, I’m hoping you can 
help.” 

Rodgers looked at Ms. Trotter, who was still lugging hay 

“Mr. Mellon is letting horses into the cafeteria,” Rodgers 
said. “He wouldn’t mind one more person, right?” 
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Orn darted down the hallway and into the darkness. A 
minute later, Rodgers and Megan heard a crash of metal chairs 
followed by some rustling in a nearby closet They ran to the 
noise, and when they opened the closet door, they found the 
little scarecrow on his stomach, rummaging threw some old 
cardboard boxes. 

“Cupcake, what are you doing?” Megan asked. 

Orn then emerged from the boxes, holding a square piece 
of wood with a button on it high above his head. He stared 
triumphantly at Megan and Rodgers. When they returned his 
passionate stare with ones of confusion, Orn explained. He told 
them that many years ago, Fairview Middle School had a 
trapdoor installed on its stage when it was putting on a 
shakespearean play. Orn had found the trapdoor’s detonator. 

“But why do you want to use the trapdoor?” Rodgers 
asked. 

With that, Orn’s face slid into the Grinch-like smirk 
Rodgers recognized from when they first met. Orn explain that 
when Principal Mellon stood onstage to announce the Harvest 
Dance’s Pumpkin Prince and Pumpkin Princess, he would 
activate the trapdoor.

“What will Mellon fall into?” Rodgers, afraid of the answer 
asked. 

“Bara nokkrir hlutir frá aóila. Eins og hey og hestur 
áburó,” Orn said with his devilish grin. Just some things from the 
party. Like hay and pony manure. 
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Orn looked menacingly at the stage, waiting for 
Superintendent Chase to drop into the pile of hay and pony manure 
below. But nothing happened. He pressed the button again. Still 
nothing. Orn pressed the button a third time, and when the trapdoor 
still didnt open, he pressed it harder and harder until he was 
pounding it with his fist. 

“Thank you, Principal Mellon,” said Superintendent Chase, 
still standing firmly on top of the dormant trapdoor. “With out further 
ado, I have the great honor of announcing this year’s Pumpkin 
Prince and Pumpkin Princess.” Orn placed the button on the floor 
and was pressing on it with both hands. 

“First, the Pumpkin Princess,” said Chase. Orn was stomping 
on the button with his foot. 

“This year’s Fairview Middle School Harvest Dance Pumpkin 
Princess is Megan Zimmerman!”

At the sound of her name, Megan completely forget about her 
boyfriend’s dastardly plan. Thrilled, she gathered her long 
pumpkin-colored dress in her hands and scampered up to the stage 
as fast as her high heels would allow. Orn stopped his stomping and 
looked, terrified, toward the stage. 

Megan threw her arms around Superintendent Chase Facing 
the crowd, she beamed with joy as Superintendent Chase placed 
the Pumpkin Princess tiara on her head. Megan was standing 
directly on top of the trapdoor. 

At that moment, the trapdoor’s ancient wires, which had been 
installed for a Shakespearean production many years ago, picked up 
the signal from Orn’s button. Orn watched in horror as his girlfriend, 
the newly crowned Pumpkin Princess, plunged threw the stage and 
into the pile of hay and pony manure that he had created. 
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