
May 3, 2020

Dear teachers,

As hard as it is to believe, it’s now almost certain that all of our students will be finishing the 
school year outside of our classrooms. Here in Maryland, schools are still only officially closed for 
another two weeks, but the feeling is we’ll soon join the rest of the country in shutting down for 
the year. With all of us facing this strange reality, I wanted to reach out with a few words about 
how Classroom Cereal might help. 

First and foremost, please continue to share Classroom Cereal with your students online. True, 
the activities are best when printed, but students can read and mark up the PDFs from their 
screens, then submit them back to you if you want them to. The stories work well as 
supplemental grammar and reading practice that kids can do with minimal direct instruction or 
supervision. If you want, feel free to give them the Teacher Versions password (duckhunt85) so 
they can check their own work. I hope Classroom Cereal stories have made your life just a little bit 
easier in the last few months, especially if you’ve been on your own in gathering resources and 
creating online lessons, and I hope you’ll continue to utilize them for as long as you need.

I also wanted to point out the power of Classroom Cereal as a communal activity. Since I started 
this project a few years ago, the best part for me has always been reading the stories with my 
own students. We read each part together, one part every day of the week, and the kids hunt for 
the mistakes. I call on one hand at a time and give a “point” to the person who correctly identifies 
an error first. The kids race to find the mistakes, we discuss what’s an error and why, and we 
mark our pages together. Something I miss most about my classroom is seeing students’ hands 
shoot into the air, eager to share what they’ve found, especially when it’s someone who struggles 
with reading or who normally doesn’t participate. We read and learn and have fun, together. 

Of course, we can’t do that with our kids right now. But during these bizarre homeschooling days, 
Classroom Cereal can be an activity for families. Since schools began shutting down almost two 
months ago, I’ve heard from lots of parents and grandparents who are using Classroom Cereal at 
home with their kids. They’re having fun getting into a story together for a few minutes every day, 
and they’re legitimately collaborating to find the errors. Kids are reading and learning and parents 
are having fun brushing up on their grammar too! (It’s not easy. I make the activities and 
sometimes I struggle to find the mistakes.) If parents can print the stories, it’s also a time during 
the day to get kids away from a screen for a little bit. I’m filled with joy when I hear Classroom 
Cereal is helping parents and students come together in the name of reading and learning in 
these crazy times.

I’ll be in touch again soon to announce some cool new things coming from Classroom Cereal, but 
for now, I hope you are happy and healthy and not missing your classroom too much. Cooper, 
Mr. Nitman, and the rest of the Fairview gang will be here for you as long as you need them! 

Best wishes,
Chris


