


Name: ____________________________

Date: ___________________

Thursday, April 16, 1778

Dear Father,

It is hard to believe that nearly two years have passed since I 
left Long Island. I hope you and the farm still flourish, despite the 
British presence, and I am sorry for my lack of correspondence. I 
am well. Since my mission for General Washington, I have been 
settled on the bank of a river along the new Jersey coast. 

My settlement has grown into something of a small town, 
which we call Fairview. After burying General Washington’s gold, I 
soon met several local farmers sympathetic to the colonial cause. 
We planted crops and I built a small cabin and lookout station on 
the hill overlooking the river. As the months passed, word of the 
British occupation of Philadelphia and General Washington’s 
difficultys at Valley Forge spread throughout New Jersey. Frightened 
townspeople began flocking to my safe settlement. Fearful that the 
British would soon triumph, these people brought with them to 
Fairview their most cherished belongings.

Our town now has so many residents that we have 
constructing a small schoolhouse. My neighbors and me intend to 
bury the treasures they have brought with them — jewelry, gold, 
silver, and more — under the foundation of our schoolhouse for 
safekeeping. 

I tell you this, Father, so you will know of the treasures if the 
British take Fairview. I hope we will be reunited one day soon. Until 
then, stay safe. 

Your sun,
Thomas 

“Fairview Farewell”
Part 2 of 5: Thursday, April 16, 1778

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the five errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Story 20 Part 2 of 5

Checklist

Question

According to Thomas’s 
letter, how did the 

young town of Fairview 
start to grow?
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Name: ____________________________

Date: ___________________

The entire auditorium huddled around the letter. At the front 
of the stage, Mr. Nitman and Cooper were rereading furiously. 
From some where in the crowd, Cooper’s mom piped up. 

“I remember my grandmother telling me stories about that 
one-room schoolhouse,” she said.  

“My grandfather was a student there,” Added Mrs. Rose. 

“In fact,” said Kyle, making his way forward from the back of the 
group. “They tore down the original schoolhouse in the 1930s to 
build Fairview Junior High School.” He produced a folded map 
from his back pocket and spread it across the stage. It was the 
blueprint for the original Fairview Middle School. The crowd 
tightened around Kyle. 

“Look,” said Ms. Martinez, pointing to a square in the center of the 
map. “The schoolhouse’s foundation is marked.”

“That means were right on top of the site where Thomas built the 
original school,” said Superintendent Chase. “The foundation and 
the treasures beneath is somewhere below our feet.” 

“We have to find it,” said Malina. “But who will lead the 
expedition? Does anyone know their way around the bowels of 
the school.” 

At that moment, the unknown man with the hat, 
sunglasses, and a mustache pushed through the crowd to the 
front of the stage. He removed his disguises. It was Orn. 

“Fairview Farewell”
Part 3 of 5: Below Our Feet

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the five errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Story 20 Part 3 of 5

Checklist

Question

What details suggest 
everyone in the 

auditorium is interested 
in Thomas’s letter and 

Kyle’s map?
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