


Name: ____________________________

Date: ___________________

When the trio entered Principal Mellon’s office after school the 
next day, they found him playing video games. 

“Oh, I thought everyone had gone,” Mellon said “As you can see, I 
sometimes like to get my Duck Hunt on after hours. What can I do for 
you three?” 

“Mr. Mellon,” Cooper began as he, Rodgers, and Malina eased 
themselves into the cushiony office chairs, “you’ve lived in Fairview 
your whole life, right?”

“Sure have,” Mellon replied, and snapping the plastic Orange gun at 
the TV screen. 

“Do you know much about the history of fairview?” asked Malina. 

“Not really,” said the principal, his eyes fixed on the pixelated ducks. 
The trio hung their heads. 

“But my grandma did,” Mellon said. “She was really into Fairview 
history. Before she died, she gave me a box of old stuff. She always 
talked about this diary, the diary of the guy who supposedly founded 
Fairview. I never really read it, but I think I put it on my bookshelf.” 

The three eighth graders popped out of their chairs. Cooper 
was the first to reach the bookshelf, and he immediately spotted an 
old, floppy book that stood out from the rest. He carefully slid it from 
the shelf. The book was thin and its leather covers, like the skin of an 
ancient animal, felt soft in Cooper’s hands. With Rodgers and Malina 
peering over his shoulder, he delicate peeled open the diary. It 
opened to a page dated Friday, August 30, 1776. 
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Name: ____________________________

Date: ___________________

Friday, August 30, 1776

Righting is difficult at present, as my hands have been 
shaking for many hours. I am currently seated in the parlor of 
General Washington’s headquarters on the Broad Way. The room 
is dark, apart from a single candle, and empty, apart from me. The 
British have attacked on Long Island and they have beaten us 
badly. But we have escaped. It is morning now and I have spent 
the night ferrying troops ammunition, and supplies in retreat across 
the East River to Manhattan. I must have paddled thirty times 
across, and on my final trip I carried General Washington. “You 
have rowed with great distinction,” he told me upon landing in 
Manhattan. “Come with me to the Kennedy Mansion. And please 
hurry. General Howe are likely in close pursuit.” 

In the parlor of the manshon, just a few minutes ago, 
General Washington presented two large chests filled with golden 
coins. “This is the largest collection of colonial gold in the city of 
New York,” he said. “We have only narrowly escaped Long Island. 
The british will surely take the city. We must keep this gold out of 
British hands. You have proven your merit as a waterman. You 
must transport the gold.”

“Where, sir?” I asked. 

“South,” he replied. “New Jersey. Along the ocean. Hide it 
somewhere there. The fog is heavy still. Your chance of escaping 
New York unharmed will be greatest if you leave at once.” 

Now I must prepare my boat. Pray I escape the British and 
deliver General Washington’s treasure to safety. 

Thomas

“Washington’s Lost Treasure”
Part 3 of 5: Friday, August 30, 1776

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the five errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Story 18 Part 3 of 5

Checklist

Question

Why did General Washington 
choose Thomas for his 

special mission?

© 2019 by Classroom Cereal 






